
School fundraising 
participation guide

Fundraising is trash.  
Join schools all across the nation—and 
around the world—who earn money by 
sending their hard-to-recycle trash to 
TerraCycle for recycling.



Recycle with 
TerraCycle
Finally, a fundraiser you don’t have 
to fund! By participating in our free 
recycling programs, you can support 
a 24/7 fundraiser that doesn’t cost 
anyone a dime and helps the planet. 
The more trash you ship in, the more 
money you bring in for your school, and 
the more you save from landfills. 

Why bring TerraCycle to your school?

It’s completely 
FREE to  

participate.

It’s a 24/7 fundraiser that 
doesn’t compete with 

your existing initiatives.

You’ll teach students 
the importance of 

recycling.

You’ll help your 
community 

keep previously 
unrecyclable 
trash out of 

landfills.

Free!



How does it work?
Set up a simple recycling hub in your school and encourage 
students, parents, faculty, and staff to drop off products and empty 
packaging that can’t typically be recycled curbside. Then download 
free shipping labels to send the trash to TerraCycle for recycling.

It’s free, and you earn TerraCycle Recycling Rewards points to 
redeem as donations to your school while doing good for the planet. 

Just create a TerraCycle account for your school and start recycling! 

We’ll walk you through the process in this guide. 

Who can sign  
up my school?
Anyone can create a TerraCycle account 
for their school. Whether you’re a school 
administrator, teacher, coach, parent of a 
student—the list goes on—you can create 
a TerraCycle account and start fundraising. 
Just make sure you have clearance to set up a 
recycling hub on school grounds.



Get rewarded for recycling
Protecting our planet may seem like reward enough, but 
we’re sweetening the deal! Funds raised while recycling 
your hard-to-recycle trash with TerraCycle can be used for 
environmental clubs at school, extra classroom supplies, 
and so much more.

Just gather accepted trash, send it to TerraCycle for 
recycling, and we’ll give you points you can redeem as a 
donation to your school. It’s that easy!

Step 1 Create an account 

• Visit terracycle.ca.

• Find the profile icon in the upper right and click  
“Sign up.”

• Sign up for an account for your school.

• Make sure to select your school type under 
“Organization Type”. For example, public middle 
schools can choose “Public Middle School” as an  
organization type.

Collect Print free 
label

 Ship Earn 
rewards

school@gmail.com

https://terracycle.ca/


• See our list of programs recommended for schools by going to 
terracycle.ca/schools.* 

• Click on programs you think your community would be 
interested in. 

• Click the “Join for free” button for a program you’d like your 
school to join. You can join as many programs as you’d like. 

*You can collect for nearly any TerraCycle free recycling program as a school. Visit our 
“All free recycling programs” page to see all of the programs your school can join.

• Set out boxes and bins to collect the accepted items for each 
program. 

• Use a separate box for each program, as you’ll need to ship the  
waste separately. 

• We recommend using receptacles you already have on hand—
reduce, reuse! 

• Label each box with the Program Flyer poster (available in your 
account profile under ‘My programs’). 

• Decorate your recycling hub and recycling boxes however you’d like. 
We encourage you to get students involved! 

• Plan to check the recycling hub regularly and ship full boxes to 
TerraCycle (or recruit someone to do this). 

• Let students, parents, faculty, and staff know they can 
fundraise just by dropping off accepted trash. 

• Share the following best practices: 

• Access posters, handouts, email and social media 
templates, and more by visiting terracycle.ca/schools

Step 2 Join free recycling programs

Step 3 Set up your recycling hub

Step 4 Spread the word

 𝇈 Start collecting accepted items in a box at home and bring it in once it’s full. 

 𝇈 Please make sure to only drop off accepted items.

 𝇈 Items don’t have to be sparkling clean, but please remove as much product 
(e.g., crumbs from snack bags or soap from pump bottles) as possible.

 𝇈 Please sort your items into the correct boxes in our recycling hub.

http://terracycle.ca/schools
https://www.terracycle.com/en-US/collection-programs?utf8=%E2%9C%93&price=&query=schools&commit=Apply+filters
http://terracycle.ca/schools


• We’ll award you TerraCycle Recycling Rewards points for 
your valid shipments.  

• Please note that some programs must meet a minimum 
weight to earn points. 

• You can check your points total in your Profile.  

• Please note that it may take a few weeks after you 
 ship a box for your points total to be updated. 

• Keep an eye on collection bins so you know when one is 
ready to be shipped. 

• Important: Be sure to send in the trash of separate 
programs in separate boxes and with shipping labels 
specific to each program.  

• When you have a full box of accepted waste for a program, 
log in to your TerraCycle account and visit your profile. 

• Click your profile icon to see your programs and then find 
“Get shipping label.”

• We’ll email you your free label; just download and print. 

• Seal up your full box and affix the shipping label, then drop 
off the box at your nearest UPS location. 

• TerraCycle will #RecycleEverything!

Step 5 Ship to recycle

Step 6 Earn money for your school

We’ll go over redeeming your points for 
donations on the following page.



Redeeming your TerraCycle  
reward points for cash
TerraCycle Recycling Rewards points can be redeemed for a  
donation of $0.01 per point. The more your community recycles,  
the more your school earns!

Step 1 Redeem your points
• Visit the Database and select your school.

• Click “Redeem.” 

• Important: You must redeem a minimum of 2,500 
TerraCycle reward points (or $25) at a time.

Step 3 Get paid
• We’ll send you a check. (Yes, it’s that easy.) 

• Important: We have two payment periods 
per year. If you redeem by the end of April, 
you will be paid in June. If you redeem by the 
end of October, you will be paid in January.

Step 2 Set up for donation
• If your school isn’t in the dropdown, click “Add 

new charity” and fill out the form. 

• To ensure your school is approved, please be sure 
to include its Registration Number found here.

http://terracycle.com/redeem
https://apps.cra-arc.gc.ca/ebci/hacc/srch/pub/dsplyBscSrch


About TerraCycle
At TerraCycle, we’re on a mission to eliminate the idea of waste.  
Together with the businesses, communities, and individuals,  
we’ve partnered with for the past 20 years across 20 countries,  
we’re on a journey to move the world from a linear economy to  
a circular one. 

TerraCycle isn’t your typical recycler. We develop ways to collect  
and recycle trash that is not generally accepted by traditional  
municipal recycling services, including cigarette butts, toys,  
mascara wands, and much more.

We can recycle these hard-to-recycle items because we work with  
brands, retailers, and other stakeholders who fund the recycling 
process. Our free recycling programs are sponsored by 
them, so you can recycle for free.

Alongside our recycling offerings, we’ve created  
first-of-their-kind solutions in recycled content  
and reuse. We’re focused on continued  
innovation as we work to fulfill our mission of  
Eliminating the Idea of Waste®. 

To learn more and get involved,  
visit terracycle.ca.

http://terracycle.ca


Questions? 
Visit our Help Center for instant 
answers or to contact us directly: 
help.ca.terracycle.com.

Contribute to a greener 
future while earning 

green for your school.
Get started today by visiting terracycle.ca/schools

http://help.ca.terracycle.com
http://terracycle.ca/schools

