
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE    

 
BIC LAUNCHES U.S. PROGRAM TO RECYCLE USED 

PENS, PENCILS, MARKERS THE “WRITE” WAY 
 

Consumers Can Now Recycle Stationery Products and Packaging 
Nationwide Through TerraCycle 

 
Shelton, Conn. and Trenton, N.J.,– April 20, 2020 – BIC, a world leader in stationery, 
lighters and shavers, has partnered with international recycling leader TerraCycle® to offer 
consumers a free and easy way to recycle their fully-used pens, mechanical pencils, markers 
and other stationery products and parts of packaging nationwide. As an added incentive, for 
every shipment of used stationery products collected and sent to TerraCycle through this 
program, collectors earn points that can be donated to a school or charitable organization of 
their choice. 
 
“As families spend more time writing, drawing and coloring together, we want to provide 
them with a responsible way to dispose of their products once they are used. Our collection 
program with TerraCycle gives consumers a simple way to recycle their writing instruments 
and art supplies to make a difference in the world,” said Mary Fox, North American General 
Manager for BIC. “Sustainability has always been at BIC’s core. We are thrilled to expand this 
program to the U.S. from Europe, where we have successfully recycled an astounding 46 
million items.”  
 
Through the BIC® Stationery Recycling Program, consumers can now send in all brands of 
pens, markers, mechanical pencils, highlighters, glue sticks, watercolor dispensers and paint 
sets to be recycled for free. The program is also collecting the soft, flexible plastic packaging 
that some writing instruments are packaged in. Participation is easy: sign up on the 
TerraCycle program page https://www.terracycle.com/bic and mail in the used items using a 
prepaid shipping label. Once collected, the waste is cleaned and melted into hard plastic that 
is remolded to make new recycled products. The BIC® Stationery Recycling Program is open 
to any interested individual, school, office or community organization. 
 
“Through this free recycling program, BIC offers consumers the unique opportunity to learn 
about the value of recycling products they use every day while learning, playing or working 
that would otherwise end up in landfill,” said Tom Szaky, founder and CEO of TerraCycle. “We 
are proud to partner with BIC to offer consumers an easy solution for these typically 
unrecyclable items.” 
 
This is the latest step BIC has taken on its journey to further enhance the sustainability of its 
long-lasting products, which are made with the least amount of material, and to minimize its 

https://www.terracycle.com/bic


 

  
impact on the environment, one of the goals in its 2025 “Writing the Future, Together” 
program.   
 
BIC and TerraCycle began partnering in 2011 to collect and recycle used stationery products 
in Europe. A similar program was launched in Australia and New Zealand last year.   
 
The two organizations have also partnered to promote the circular economy by offering BIC 
products through LOOP, an e-commerce circular economy platform created by TerraCycle 
aimed at eliminating waste and reducing dependence on packaging.  
 
For more information on TerraCycle’s recycling programs, visit www.terracycle.com. 
 
 
ABOUT BIC 

BIC is a world leader in stationery, lighters and shavers. For more than 75 years, the Company has 
honored the tradition of providing high-quality, affordable products to consumers everywhere. 
Through this unwavering dedication, BIC has become one of the most recognized brands and is a 
trademark registered worldwide. Today, BIC products are sold in more than 160 countries around the 
world and feature iconic brands such as Cello®, Conté®, BIC FlexTM, Lucky Stationery, Made For YOUTM, 
Soleil®, Tipp-Ex®, Wite-Out® and more. In 2019, BIC Net Sales were 1,949.4 million euros. The 
Company is listed on “Euronext Paris,” is part of the SBF120 and CAC Mid 60 indexes and is recognized 
for its commitment to sustainable development and education. It received an A- Leadership score from 
CDP. For more, visit www.bicworld.com or follow us on LinkedIn, Instagram, Twitter, or YouTube.  

 
ABOUT TERRACYCLE 
TerraCycle is an innovative waste management company with a mission to eliminate the idea of waste. 
Operating nationally across 21 countries, TerraCycle partners with leading consumer product 
companies, retailers and cities to recycle products and packages, from dirty diapers to cigarette butts, 
that would otherwise end up being landfilled or incinerated. In addition, TerraCycle works with leading 
consumer product companies to integrate hard to recycle waste streams, such as ocean plastic, into 
their products and packaging. Its new division, Loop, is the first shopping system that gives consumers 
a way to shop for their favorite brands in durable, reusable packaging. TerraCycle has won over 200 
awards for sustainability and has donated over $44 million to schools and charities since its founding 
more than 15 years ago and was named #10 in Fortune magazine’s list of 52 companies Changing the 
World. To learn more about TerraCycle or get involved in its recycling programs, please visit 
www.terracycle.com.  
  
 
Contact (MWWPR for BIC) 
Kerry Johnson 
646.381.9018 
kjohnson@mww.com  
 
Contact (for TerraCycle) 
Sue Kauffman 
TerraCycle  
609.393.4252 x 3708 
sue.kauffman@terracycle.com  
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