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COLGATE® AND MEIJER® GIVE LOCAL STUDENTS A FRESH START TO 

THE NEXT SCHOOL YEAR 
Companies Partner with TerraCycle® to Award New School Supplies Made From Recycled Oral Care Waste 

 

TRENTON, N.J., (March 30, 2021) – After a year of COVID-19, TerraCycle today announced the Colgate® 

and Meijer® School Challenge, a contest sure to make this fall’s back-to-school season a memorable experience 

for students and staff alike. 

 

“The Colgate brand is in more homes than any other, so we believe we have the responsibility - and opportunity - 

to create a healthier, more sustainable future for all,” said Dana Medema, Vice President, Oral Care, Colgate-

North America. “Partnering with TerraCycle and Meijer will help us not only eliminate plastic waste but also 

convert used packaging into valuable, beautiful products for our communities. That's a big win for the triple 

bottom line!” 

 

Beginning March 28th, schools located throughout Michigan, Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, Kentucky and Wisconsin 

that are enrolled in the Colgate Oral Care Recycling Program can earn credits toward the challenge by collecting 

and recycling used oral care waste and packaging, such as empty toothpaste tubes, toothbrushes and floss 

containers. Additionally, anyone can vote for an eligible school up to one vote per email address per day by 

visiting http://www.terracycle.com/en-US/contests/colgatemeijerschoolcontest2021. The top three schools that 

receive the most credits will win upcycled and recycled school supplies including desks, backpacks, pencil cases 

and pens.  

 

“At Meijer, ensuring the children in our communities lead happy, healthy lives is very important to us as a family 

company,” said Jenn Martin, Vice President of Health & Beauty Care for Meijer. “This program is special 

because it not only supports local schools, but also teaches kids the importance of sustainability. We hope that this 

competition instills a passion for recycling in students across the Midwest.” 

 

Through June 19, each vote cast will count as one (1) ‘School Supply Credit’ and each unit ("unit" defined as 0.02 

lbs of used, post-consumer oral care products and packaging) of oral care waste that is sent to TerraCycle for 

recycling earns the participating schools one (1) ‘School Supply Credit’ towards winning the grand prize of 

upcycled and recycled school supplies. 

 

“After a year of COVID-19, virtual learning and hybrid schedules, Colgate, Meijer and TerraCycle have come 

together to give students, teachers and all the communities affected by pandemic something to look forward to,” 

said TerraCycle founder and CEO Tom Szaky. “So while we all do our part to stay healthy and safe, this 

challenge is giving the communities we serve a chance to start the 2021-2022 school year off right with new 

school supplies that will make the return to the classroom even more special.”  

 

The full set of rules for the 2021 “Colgate® and Meijer® School Challenge” can be viewed here.  

 

The Colgate Oral Care Recycling Program is an ongoing activity, open to any individual, family, school or 

community group. For each piece of waste sent in using a prepaid shipping label, participants earn money toward 

http://www.terracycle.com/en-US/contests/colgatemeijerschoolcontest2021
https://s3.amazonaws.com/tc-global-prod/download_resources/us/downloads/12555/Colgate_Meijer_2020_-_RULES_-_FINAL.pdf


 

 

donations to the school or charity of their choice. To learn more about the program and to sign up, please visit 

www.terracycle.com/colgate. 

 

About Colgate-Palmolive 

Colgate-Palmolive Company is a caring, innovative growth company reimagining a healthier future for all people, 

their pets and our planet. Focused on Oral Care, Personal Care, Home Care and Pet Nutrition, the Company sells 

its products in more than 200 countries and territories under brands, such as Colgate, Palmolive, elmex, hello, 

meridol, Sorriso, Tom’s of Maine, EltaMD, Filorga, Irish Spring, PCA Skin, Protex, Sanex, Softsoap, Speed 

Stick, Ajax, Axion, Fabuloso, Soupline and Suavitel, as well as Hill’s Science Diet and Hill’s Prescription Diet. 

The Company is recognized for its leadership and innovation in promoting environmental sustainability and 

community well-being, including its achievements in saving water, reducing waste, promoting recyclability and 

improving children’s oral health through its Bright Smiles, Bright Futures program, which has reached more than 

one billion children since 1991. For more information about Colgate’s global business and how the Company is 

building a future to smile about, visit www.colgatepalmolive.com.  

 

About Meijer 

Meijer is a Grand Rapids, Mich.-based retailer that operates 256 supercenters and grocery stores throughout 

Michigan, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Kentucky and Wisconsin. A privately-owned and family-operated company 

since 1934, Meijer pioneered the “one-stop shopping” concept and has evolved through the years to include 

expanded fresh produce and meat departments, as well as pharmacies, comprehensive apparel departments, pet 

departments, garden centers, toys and electronics. For additional information on Meijer, please visit 

www.meijer.com. Follow Meijer on Twitter @twitter.com/Meijer and @twitter.com/MeijerPR or become a fan 

at www.facebook.com/meijer.  

 

About TerraCycle 

TerraCycle is an innovative waste management company with a mission to eliminate the idea of waste. Operating 

nationally across 20 countries, TerraCycle partners with leading consumer product companies, retailers and cities 

to recycle products and packages, from dirty diapers to cigarette butts, that would otherwise end up being 

landfilled or incinerated. In addition, TerraCycle works with leading consumer product companies to integrate 

hard to recycle waste streams, such as ocean plastic, into their products and packaging. Its new division, Loop, is 

the first shopping system that gives consumers a way to shop for their favorite brands in durable, reusable 

packaging. TerraCycle has won over 200 awards for sustainability and has donated over $44 million to schools 

and charities since its founding more than 15 years ago and was named #10 in Fortune magazine’s list of 52 

companies Changing the World. To learn more about TerraCycle or get involved in its recycling programs, please 

visit www.terracycle.com.  
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