
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

Taco Bell® and TerraCycle® Donate Picnic Tables Made from Recycled Sauce 

Packets to Trenton Thunder Ballpark & Local Parks in Mercer County  

 
These Special Additions to Trenton Community Spaces Were Made Possible by the Participation of 

Local Trenton Residents 

 

TRENTON, N.J. (June 10, 2022) – Today, Taco Bell and international recycling leader TerraCycle 

announce the latest impact of their sauce packet recycling program: the installment of two picnic tables 

made from recycled sauce packet material at the Trenton Thunder Ballpark, home to the Trenton 

Thunder. The picnic tables were unveiled at the June 9th game, where Tom Szaky, founder and CEO of 

TerraCycle, highlighted the success of the recycling pilot, while Reed Gusciora, Mayor of Trenton, and 

Leslie Floyd, County Planning Director of Mercer County, recognized Trenton’s continued commitment 

to sustainability. 

 

In the spring of 2022, select Taco Bell locations, and local community spaces throughout Mercer County, 

New Jersey participated in an in-store sauce packet recycling pilot program (see full program details 

here). Through Earth Day (April 22, 2022), consumers in Mercer County were able to drop-off all brands 

and types of empty, used sauce packets for recycling at the participating Taco Bell restaurants and other 

local drop-off sites. These collected sauce packets were then sent to TerraCycle to be cleaned, melted into 

hard plastic, and remolded into a spicier new life as picnic tables to serve the local community for years to 

come.  
 

Two additional picnic tables, also created from recycled sauce packet material, have been donated and 

installed in local parks in Mercer County, one in Tantum Park in Robbinsville and the other in Bromley 

Park in Hamilton Township, encouraging visitors to see the impact of the program and what the influence 

of #RecycleYourSauce accomplished for the local community.  

 

"The Trenton Thunder are proud to partner with TerraCycle, Mercer County, and Taco Bell on this 

wonderful initiative that benefits Mercer County and the surrounding areas," said Thunder President and 

General Manager Jeff Hurley. "This wouldn't be possible without our community's support and 

commitment to keeping the region green and eco-friendly." 

 

"Plastic waste has long been a problem, and the visionaries at TerraCycle have ingeniously reused and 

recycled products in the most imaginative ways," said Mercer County Executive Brian M. Hughes. 

"Countless sauce and condiment packets that could have ended up in landfills have instead been 

transformed into picnic tables where Trenton Thunder fans will sit and enjoy a baseball game. Thank you 

to TerraCycle, the Trenton Thunder and our Mercer County Park Commission for advancing sustainable 

practices for Mercer County." 

  

“I'm hopeful that among the children who sit at the picnic tables will be the visionaries of the next 

generation who will help our planet become cleaner and greener,” said Mercer County Park Commission 

Executive Director Aaron T. Watson, “The presence of these tables is an illustration of our commitment 

to doing the work to preserve our environment.” 

 

“By partnering with TerraCycle, we have found a unique way to extend the life cycle of Taco Bell’s hot 

sauce packets and increase recycling in our restaurants. The success of this program is a key milestone as 

we continue to improve recycling rates across the country through education and engagement. With this 

partnership, we’ve been able to give our fans easier access to recycle not only our hot sauce packets, but 

https://www.terracycle.com/en-US/pages/taco-bell-pilot


any other single-use sauce packets, and see them repurposed for the community in a special way.” – 

Missy Schaaphok, Taco Bell’s Director of Global Nutrition & Sustainability 

 

"The sauce packet recycling pilot provided residents of Mercer County with a great opportunity to take an 

active role in a sustainable initiative at the local level," said Tom Szaky, TerraCycle CEO and 

Founder. "We are pleased to partner with Taco Bell, Trenton Thunder and the Mercer County Park 

Commission to now reward our community for their efforts to divert plastic waste from landfills." 

 

Consumers across the U.S. can continue to foster a positive impact on the planet by mailing in their used 

Taco Bell hot sauce packets via the Taco Bell® Sauce Packet Free Recycling Program. The sauce packets 

will be saved from landfills and recycled into new products, like the Mercer County picnic tables. Open to 

any individual, family, school or community group, participation in the program is free and easy. To learn 

more about the program, please visit http://www.terracycle.com. 

 

About Taco Bell Corp. 

For more information about Taco Bell, visit our website at www.TacoBell.com/news or at 
www.TacoBell.com/popular-links. You can also stay up to date on all things Taco Bell by following us 

on Facebook, Instagram, Taco Bell’s Twitter, Taco Bell News’ Twitter, TikTok and subscribing to our 
YouTube channel. For updates on how Taco Bell is navigating COVID-19, click here. 

 

About The Trenton Thunder 

The Trenton Thunder have drawn over 10 million fans over 28 years and have won the three major 

awards that Minor League Baseball teams can win; the Johnson Trophy for the "Nation's Best Franchise" 

(2005), the Larry MacPhail Trophy for Outstanding Club Promotion (2003) and the Bob Frietas Award 

for Long-Term Success (1998, given by Baseball America). The team has given back over $7.5 million 

worth of goods, services, and monetary donations through Trenton Thunder Charities, under the Grand 

Slam We Care Foundation umbrella. The Thunder can be found online 

at trentonthunder.com, facebook.com/trentonthunder, twitter.com/trentonthunder, and 

on youtube.com/AATrentonThunder. 

 

About Mercer County Park Commission 

The Mercer County Park Commission has diverse recreational activities and natural resources for all ages 

to enjoy with more than 10,000 acres of parks, facilities and preserved open space. The County’s 

dedication to conservation ensures that the presence of a healthy environment will continue to be an 

integral part of the park system. For up-to-date information on programming, recreation and events, 

please visit www.mercercountyparks.org or follow the parks on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. 

 

About TerraCycle 

TerraCycle is an innovative waste management company with a mission to eliminate the idea of waste. 

Operating in 21 countries, TerraCycle partners with leading consumer product companies, retailers and 

cities to recycle products and packages, from dirty diapers to cigarette butts, that would otherwise end up 

being landfilled or incinerated. In addition, TerraCycle works with its partners to integrate hard to recycle 

waste streams, such as ocean plastic, into their products and packaging. Its reuse platform Loop gives 

consumers a way to shop for their favorite brands in durable, reusable packaging. TerraCycle has won 

over 200 awards for sustainability and was named #10 in Fortune magazine's list of 52 companies 

Changing the World. To learn more about TerraCycle or get involved in its recycling programs, please 

visit www.terracycle.com. 
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CONTACT:   

Chad Hoffmann 

Taco Bell  

215.260.6258 

chad.hoffmann@yum.com 

 

Sue Kauffman 

TerraCycle  

609.393.4252 x3708 

sue.kauffman@terracycle.com 

 

Gregg Caserta 

The Trenton Thunder  

201.417.3602 

gcaserta@trentonthunder.com 

 

Wanda E. Lacy McNeill  

Mercer County Park Commission 

609.443.8560, ext. 114  

wmcneill@mercercounty.org  

### 
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